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ING. ROBERT MARSCHALKO, DrSc. IS SIXTY

Itis unbelievable but it is a fact. But he still is
young, attractive, sparkling with ideas, inspi-
ration and enthusiasm for work in the
nature.

Concerning Robert Marschalko, we
must state that the physical age is not decising
when one keeps his youthful spirit — like he
certainly does (he still crosses the street on red
light), and is enthusiastic about his own work.
For Robert Marschalko his work has vital
importance, and always gave him force he
needed for overcomingife complications and
tragedies.

Robert Marschalko (known as Willie
among his intimate friends) was inspired by
the study of Mn-ore occurrences in the area of
the Levocské vrchy Mts. for the research of
the East-Slovak flysch.

In 1959 he proved that stratiform deposits
of Mn-ores actually represented graded-bed-
ded carbonate turbidites. He got acquainted
with Kuenen's work and the idea of the
deep-sea environment of the origin of turbidites initiated his close cooperation with
Dzhulynski, Radomski, Unrug and $laczka, although without personal contact at
the beginning. When studying for his PhD with Academician Andrusov, he decided for
sedimentologic research in the Central Carpathian flysch mainly because the turbidite basin rests
transgressively upon the (Middle Cretaceous) consolidated sialic substratum, and only the part
of the basin, adjacent to the Pieninian Klippen Belt is tectonically deformed.

The differentiation of basinal proximality and distality, ranging to 3000 m in thickness was
the main aspect of Marschalko’s study concerning the Central-Carpathian Paleogene.

The results showed that lateral filling was dominant, characterized by extensive inflow of
coarse-clastic material (wildflysch). Marschalko mostly analyzed sedimentary phenomena
significant for particular stages of the flysch basin evolution, the marginal (proximal) facies, and
studied the erosion channels, slump folds, sandstone dykes, and other synsedimentary
deformations of turbidite deposits.

Regional investigations in the extensive basin (40 000 km’ ) enabled the paleocurrent analysis
inevitable for the study of such problems like the flysch basin amputation, the position and the
construction of the missing source areas, their role in geodynamical evolution and in orogenic
movements. So the exact study of geodynamical evolution of the complex zonal systems like the
Carpathians and the Alpides commenced with the paleotectonical analysis of basins based on
sedimentological data. Marschalko’s publications are well known in our country and
abroad, as seen from frequent quosations by foreign authors. Marschalko also studied
non-flysch basins including the enigmatic episode in the Triassic evolution of the Alps and
Carpathians — the Lunz Beds. According to Marschalko it is a collapsed basin whose
current system was tectonically rotated, and it was filled from the Alpine sources in the west and
not from the north.

Marschalko was interested in post-Cretaceous molasses of the Central West Carpathians,
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studied ancient valleys, their relations to the relief and climate, and the fanglomerate model. He
also examined in detail fabric and the composition of conglomerates in landslide debris flows
and mudflows and presented the model of the study of piedmont fans.

The celebrating scientist Robert (Willie) M arschalko is an ardent admirer of the nature, of
its perfection, and propagates progressive sedimentological methods. He is never content with
his results and never stops searching for new information. He went o Asia to study flysch
mélanges and recent sedimentation of seismic zone of the Alpides and Hercynides and provided
so the comparative material for the study of the complicated Pieniny Klippen Belt. The analysis
of the Cretaceous Pieniny flysch showed that the area of the Inner and the Outer Carpathians
was divided by a zone of exotic sources which belonged to a gradually closing suture with an
originally oceanic crust. The results published (30 publications since 1973) have partly been
included in the IGCP project Geodynamics but M arschalk o still continues his research.

He participated in the IGCP project Geodynamics and Lithosphere in a cooperation with the
Institute of Geophysics of the Slovak Academy of Sciences, performing paleomagnetic research
of some Carpathian units for the explanation of the rotational movement of structures and
applying the sedimentological methods on the contact between scientific branches.

At present Marschalko participates in the research task of the Czechoslovak Academy of
Sciences and the Central Institute of Geology (coordinated by K uk al): “Genesis and Structure
of Geologic Units on Contact Between Bohemian Massif and Carpathians.

Robert Marschalko also performs pedagogical activities at the Comenius University,
lecturing on special methods of sedimentological research. As a member of the Slovak
Geological Society he helds annual seminars on actual sedimentologic themes. The seminars are
highly interesting and well attended, because they are always associated with attractive field
trips.

Rébert (Willie) Marschalko has since long been known for his vivid, fruitful and cordial
connections with his colleagues from abroad. In the years 1967 —1984 he was member of the
Editorial Board of Sedimentary Geology (Amsterdam). Because of his deep interest in foreign
professional literature since his early youth, Robert (Willie) Marschalko has acquired
a comprehensive knowledge of foreign expressions for professional terms, so he has always been
able to provide a translator with proper terms and avoided thus any misinterpretation.

On the occasion of his sixtieth birthday we wish Robert M arschalk o good health, and may
he keep his enthusiasm and personal charm for many years of his further creative activity.

Edita Jasingerovd,
Tomds Kordb
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